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“When Jesus looked out and saw that a large crowd had
arrived, he said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy bread to feed
these people?’ He said this to stretch Philip’s faith. He
already knew what he was going to do.” John 6:5-6 The
Message Bible

My dear congregation,
Did you know that the story of the
feeding of the 5000 is in all 4 gospels? The story is so
important to our faith that each of the disciples retells the
story and each of them makes an addition or subtraction of
an interesting detail.
John writes of how the fish and the bread were
provided by a young boy. I think that’s an important detail.
Why? Because in handing the faith on to the next generation
of Christians we need to make sure they know that they are
needed, and in fact, vital to the life of the church. AND we
need to help them learn the stories of our faith.
I have been thinking a lot about several conversations
we have had over the sorrow expressed about our lack of
children and young families. Here is what I propose: Pot
Luck Church once a month with two goals: Having fun! And

telling a Bible story around the table so that everyone
contributes. No fundraising only faith building.
What? This would look like a shaggy dog story where
one person begins and then each person after that adds to
the story. I have been thinking that it would be fun to have
props too.
I have added our first Pot Luck Church to the March
calendar- Wednesday, March 27 at 6:00 p.m. That date is
half way through Lent. Our first story will be the feeding of
the 5000. Sign-ups for what you will contribute to the supper
will be posted in the front hall of the church as well as in
Fellowship Hall on the bulletin board by the kitchen.
Prayers for all of you as we move toward the seasons
of spring and Lent.
Peace,
Greta
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SPOTLIGHT - Look What Can Happen
When You Pair Children Up With Adult
Friends
1/30/2019
By Marlene Gasdia-Cochrane

Shelburne Falls Church Takes the Classroom out
of Sunday School
Rev.
Marguerite
Sheehan is
surrounded
by some
Sunday
friends and
other church
friends at the
CROP
Hunger
Walk.
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Trinity Church in Shelburne Falls is a small multi-denominational church, comprised of
American Baptist Church, United Methodist Church, United Church of Christ, and
Episcopal Church members. They are one congregation in one church building, and have
learned over the years how to adapt, collaborate, and grow in faith.
The pastor, Rev. Marguerite Sheehan, describes the church as sturdy, and very connected
to and involved with the local community. Like many smaller churches, they have few
children and while they do still staff their nursery program, most of the children have
now “aged up.” The nursery room is used during the week by a public-school
parent/child group.
“The families who bring their children to church are keenly aware that this is the church
home for their family,” said Sheehan. “And we knew we had to do something different
than the usual Sunday School for them.”
The church looked back to ways that Christian Education happened previously. They
realized they had much expertise in the congregation and lots of curriculum material to
work with, but they knew that wasn’t enough. Their numbers were too small to have
traditional Sunday school classes. They also realized that the children spend many hours
during their week in school as well as after school programs, and came to believe that
Sunday is not a great time for more school…not even church school.
“Today is not yesterday,” said Sheehan. “Keeping this in mind and knowing that what
we do well as a church is building and sustaining friendships – sometimes unlikely ones –
and trusting that Jesus loves us – we decided to create something unique that honors and
builds on those relationships. We believe that if church does nothing more for us than
bind us and challenge us and help us become more faithful, that is pretty great. So instead
of a Sunday School we created ‘Sunday Friends.’”
Sunday Friends happens monthly, during worship. Each child spends time with one
CORI-checked adult friend/mentor who has volunteered to be a Sunday Friend for at
least one year. This is considered discipleship – with adults and children “friending” each
other and building on that all-important church relationship. The pairs participate in
worshipful activities that utilize Christian Education supplies – reading and talking about
Bible stories, doing hands on activities, praying together, taking communion and helping
out with social action like making sandwiches for the local outdoor Cathedral in the
Light and walking with the church Crop Walk team.
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“What is unique and is wonderfully received is the deepening formation, not only of
faith, but of love and respect that comes in close friendships between the children and
adults,” said Sheehan. “We hope and believe that these friendships are life savers in a
world where most often children and adults are sent off to separate places to do their own
thing.”
One adult Sunday Friend named Lois said: “I am an elder and am developing a special
relationship with a very remarkable teen named Sammi. Her insights into the different
Bible studies are profound. Sammi also participates in the Worship Service as an acolyte
and in the choir as her schedule permits. I notice and appreciate how easily children and
adults of Trinity Church relate during our social times after the service. I think it is the
carryover from these special relationships with individual adults.”
“I can set aside things from my week and come to church where I can talk to my Sunday
Friend Lois,” said Sammi. “I have fun doing special activities, like the time we carved a
pumpkin in October, to remind us of the idea that God’s Light shines through us like it
does through a jack-o-lantern.”
In addition to Sunday Friends, the children are tightly woven into other church activities
and worship. They, like the adults, acolyte and welcome visitors, ring the bell to wake up
the neighborhood, pray and sing together, and participate in the fellowship hour. There is
a “Time for All Ages” every Sunday where children and the adults listen to the Word in
‘kid language.’
"Childhood development studies are consistently showing that children and teens who
have solid, healthy relationships with at least five different adults, besides their family
members, grow up to be more emotionally healthy as well as resilient in the face of
significant stresses,” explained Debbie Gline Allen, Christian Education & Youth
Ministry Consultant for the Massachusetts Conference. “In the church, we find that these
young people have a more mature faith, a true desire to serve as Christian disciples, and
are more connected to a congregation as a result of having these influential adults in their
lives.”
The church got ideas for their non-traditional program while networking with other local
small churches in their Association and in Sheehan’s community of practice group.
Clergy Communities of Practice are part of the Massachusetts Conference Pastoral
Excellence Program. These communities are designed to help more experienced pastors
in honing ministry practices, developing meaningful and supportive collegial
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relationships, counteracting the risks of isolation and burnout, and growing in faith
together. There are presently over 25 community of practice groups across the
Commonwealth.
“Times are changing and for the most part, at least from our perspective, for the better,”
said Sheehan. “Of course we would love to have more children and adults in our
congregation, but we no longer look with nostalgia on the ‘good old days.’ Even if our
numbers increase, it is likely that we would continue with our Sunday Friends, rather than
group children into Sunday School classes.”
“We are all having a closer and more intimate walk with Jesus and with our Sunday
Friends,” continued Sheehan. “School has its place, but so does friendship and worship.
When two or more (and for us it is two) are gathered in the name of Jesus, love grows up.
And we are glad.”
Rev. Marguerite Sheehan can be reached at the church office at 413-625-2341 or
email trinitychrch@gmail.com. Visit their Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/trinityshelburnefalls.

Source: Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ
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www.macucc.org/spotlight

Board of Diaconate
Here is to SPRING and a reminder that the clocks change, “Spring Ahead!” for Sunday, March
10.
We hope that you will be able to attend the Lenten activities:
FYI: March 6 - Ash Wednesday – Rev. Greta & Bruce LaFave will do the annual Ash
Wednesday, coffee, and doughnuts at the train station at 5:45 am. The service will be at the
church on Wed. evening at 5:00 pm.
April 14 - Palm Sunday Service
April 18 - Maundy Thursday – Supper and Communion
April 19 - Good Friday Vigil
On a Saturday - Church & Family Life's Easter Egg Hunt
April 21 - Easter Sunrise at 6 a.m.
- Breakfast at LUCC following the first service
- 10 a.m. service at LUCC
Easter flower orders will be taken on March 17, 24, & 31 downstairs after church or catch
us upstairs. Forms will be available earlier. We are assuming that the prices will remain the
same from the Apponequet Boosters. Please make sure to fill out an order form for flowers,
attach your payment, and your dedication. If you would rather just offer a dedication, there will
be a form for that and the price is $3.00.
Anyone wishing to give the Palm Sunday or either of the two Easter Sunday service
bulletins, there are forms for this, too. They are $10 each.
Thank you floral givers, greeters, and for holding our congregation in your prayers.
Blessings,
The Deacons
Bob & Nancy Oldfield, Scott Holmes, Sue Norton, Sue Stiller, Corine Darling, Loretta Baldwin,
Kena Gallagher, Johnna Rowley, Bonnie Sparrow, Christine Ward, & Nancy LaFave

From the Trustees
A very important message about the church elevator. It only works if it is left resting on the
upper floor. If you use the elevator and even if you don’t, if you ever see the elevator sitting on
the lower level, please send it back to the upper floor by pushing the button that has II on it.
The hydraulics stop working if it is left resting on the ground floor and then we have to pay to
have it fixed again. So please, everyone help by making it your responsibility to send it up if you
see it downstairs.
You may have noticed that the book drop boxes are open once again. Discover Books is the new
company who will be picking up books from our drop boxes. We are keeping the boxes as a
public service for the community because book companies no longer pay to have collection
boxes.
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Approval was given for the use of Fellowship Hall for “Crop” Scrapbooking Workshops on
Saturdays March 2, April 13, May 11 and June 1st from 9am to 6 pm. Watch this space and for
emails with more information about this fun new initiative.
Also, April 13th is the LUCC Spring Clean Up Day, starting at 8am. As always, many hands make
light work so come with your rakes and wheel barrows, clippers and garden gloves and help
make our church grounds look great for Spring and Summer. In case of bad weather, the rain
date is April 27th.
The always popular Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast is on Saturday April 27th 8-10am. Bring your
friends and family and your appetite.

From Women’s Fellowship
At the February 19th meeting of LUCC Women’s Fellowship, the new slate of officers for 2019
were installed. President- Johnna Rowley, Vice President- Deb Zablowsky, Treasurer- Christine
Ward, Assistant Treasurer- Maureen Baird, Secretary- Leslie Metzler, Recording SecretaryCorry Darling, Member at Large- Barbara Pomeroy.
The program for the March 19 meeting will be “Getting to Know Each Other – Memories of
happy occasions in our lives”.
Women’s Fellowship meetings are always the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm unless
otherwise stated. All women of the congregation are welcome to attend any of our meetings
and are welcome to bring friends. For more information, contact Leslie Metzler on 508-9471376 or email Lesliemetz2@hotmail.com.
Reap As You Sew –“RAYS” Craft Group
RAYS will be meeting on Wednesday February 27th at 6:30pm at Leslie Metzler’s house. In
March, RAYS will be Thursday March 14th at 6:30pm. RAYS is a fun group of creative women
who get together every month at Leslie’s house to produce hand- made ornaments and items
for the Christmas Fair. We always welcome new people and ideas and it is a great way to meet
and get to know a lot of fun and crafty women.
For more information contact Leslie Metzler on 508-947-1376 or email
Lesliemetz2@hotmail.com.
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From the Treasurer
End of Year 2018 Donation Statements have been sent. Please let Marie Nolan
know if there are any corrections needed or if you did not receive one and think
you should have. She can be reached at mnolan6@verizon.net or 508-989-3002.

LUCC will be hosting Saturday Crop and Craft Days for scrapbookers, card makers, paper, fabric
or yarn crafters on March 2, April 13, May 11 and June 1 from 9am to 5pm in the Fellowship
Hall.
Fee is $20.00
Generous crafting space, light breakfast, snacks and lunch will be provided. All are welcome!
Please reserve your space ahead if possible. Walk ins will be welcome until we run out of space.
Come join us for a fun day and get that scrapbook or your favorite project done! Share with
your friends and family.
Contact:
Danielle Holmes - db.holmes47@gmail.com and 508-523-7368
Marie Nolan - mnolan6@verizon.net 508-989-3002

From the Stewardship Committee
The Stewardship Committee welcomes new members Amy Sypher and Steve Reynolds. Thanks
for volunteering!
Also, many thanks to Renee Horton for her time on the committee.
We are working on updating our yearly timeline and will make appropriate adjustments. The
Rummage sale is no longer being held and we hope to have a meeting after church one Sunday
to gather new ideas for fundraisers and other vitality building events.
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Some ideas that are already being implemented are a Saturday Scrap Boking workshop running
for several Saturdays and being organized by Danielle Holmes and Marie Nolan, and a new
“FUNDrive” fundraiser, which is being run by Kathleen Barack and will be completed on March
30th.
Other ideas include a “Pub Quiz’ night, new dinner musical, Tailgate party, and others.
Please come and share your great ideas!

Social Outreach Committee
"Remembering Madison" Blanket Mission – In remembrance of Madison Gallagher, the blessing
of 311 hand-made blankets was done at Service on February 3, 2019. It was a beautiful sight
with the sanctuary filled with blankets of comfort and love for patients at Hasbro Children's
Hospital. Thank you is extended to Kim Mulgrew, the members of the "Knotty Hookers of
Middleboro" and others for making the blankets with love and prayers.
Through the Local Needs Fund, LUCC will support Anne Marie Baldwin's medical mission trip to
Dominican Republic in March with $200 toward purchase of necessary medical supplies.
Save the Date - May 4th 5PM Soup and Song for the Soul at LUCC
The next Social Outreach Committee will meet on 3/3/19 7PM at Church Council and 3/7/19
11:15 AM after Sunday service. All are welcome to attend.
Attached are 3 very nice thank you letters from the organizations that received the Christmas
gifts from the LUCC Candy Cane Gift program in Nov/Dec 2018.
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March Highlights from Historian’s Timeline
March 12, 1965

The Grove Chapel and Precinct Church joined to form Lakeville United Church of Christ.

March 29, 1967

Sanctuary floor (Old Precinct Church building) was deemed unsafe for large gatherings.

March 12, 1969

Congregation decided to move the entire Precinct Church, including the steeple, 3 miles to the
new site and to restore it.

March 27, 1976

United States bicentennial event was held at church with a baked beans and codfish supper.

March 12, 1995

30 Anniversary of the joining of the two churches was held along with ”Buy a Bundle” of shingles
for reroofing parsonage.

March 18, 2000

Several members attended the Paul E. Sinn “Peace” event.

March 1, 2003

A “Policies & Procedures for Safe Church” booklet was prepared and distributed by trustees.

March 1, 2003

Key system was installed per the trustees to complete our compliance with “Safe Church”
recommendations.

March 4, 2006

Youth Group, led by Renee & David Horton, held a Dinner Theater to raise money for the church.

March 22, 2009

“Gratitude Sunday” celebrated the generosity and faith of members and friends who have made
contributions.

March 4, 2010

Search Committee for new minister has met weekly with Rev. Dale Hempen of MACUCC.

March 3, 2011

Music Committee recommended and Trustees hired Brad Bates as permanent organist; he and
Ray Danis will lead choir.

March 21, 2013

Marie Nolan will organize an e-mail chain for spreading important church information.

March 8, 2014

In-church retreat was held for confirmands lead by Rev Greta.

March 20, 2014

Reap as You Sew group is working on lap and baby quilts to give to local people.

March 12, 2015

The Historian prepared a special album celebrating 50 years of LUCC with church shaped cookies
for coffee hour.

March 1, 2016

Social Outreach is sponsoring a mission project for “Gifts to Give” in New Bedford for gently used
or new boy’s pants.

March 3, 2016

Wilkie Sign was repaired & re-installed by Stu Norton’s students from Old Colony Voc-Tech; Men’s
Club funded the project.

March 5, 2017

WF plaque honoring Alice Erickson, naming the church kitchen “Alice’s Kitchen” was dedicated at
a party after church.

March 10, 2018

th

A Comfort/Ethnic Food Potluck Supper was held in Fellowship Hall.

Contact Maureen Baird, Historian, to see the complete timeline of our church from 1719 to
2018. This fall of 2019 will be the 300th anniversary of our beginnings!
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From Church and Family Life

Red Cross Life Giving Blood Drive
Many of us have been looking for an opportunity to help in a local mission project or a
community outreach project, but don't usually have the time to get involved. The Red Cross
Blood Drive is an opportunity for our church family and friends to engage in an outreach
program that helps people in our own community and many other communities. The best part is
it doesn't require you to commit a lot of time.
On Saturday, March 23rd, LUCC. will be hosting a Red Cross Blood drive from 10:00 until 3:00
in the Fellowship Hall. We are asking that you mark the date in your calendar and consider
helping us out that day. The Red Cross would like as many people as possible to sign up to
donate blood. If you are able, there will be opportunities to sign up ahead of time. Don't be shy
about asking a friend or relative to also donate blood. Anyone who wants to donate blood and
was not able to sign up in advance, is welcome to drop in at any time.
We realize that not everyone is able to give blood, but there are several other ways you can
participate in this outreach opportunity. We will need people to help set up Fellowship Hall in the
morning and put it back together at the end of the day. After someone donates blood, people will
be needed to escort donors to the refreshment table. The refreshment table will need to be
manned throughout the day to hand out snacks and drinks. When donors come in for the
appointed time or just walk in to donate someone needs to be there to check them in. Finally, if
you can't be with us on March 23rd, and you can
also help to bake. We would like to offer the donors some L.U.C.C. baked goods as snacks. It
would also be important to help us advertise the event by placing a sign at your workplace and
other locations in your community.
Our church hosted a very successful blood drive last year. With your support we hope to have
another outstanding life-giving drive again. Hopefully we will see you on the 23rd to give blood
or some of your time to assist us during the day. Whatever you can do will be greatly
appreciated. If you have any questions, please see Paul McMeekin or Bruce LaFave.
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March Birthdays
1
1
1
2
10
11
13
14
16
22
22
26
26
27
27

Marion Newton
Ann Joyal
Bob Oldfield
Samantha Goodwin
Neil Goodwin
Mike Horton, Jr.
Renee Horton
Madeline Hendricks
Jared Darling
Claire Norton
Ray Danis
Nancy LaFave
Joanne Horton
Johnna Rowley
Ashlynne Horton
March Anniversaries
20 Laura & David Ramsden
22 Bill & Bette Brown
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